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WORKSHOP MEETING – May 6, 2020    

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini, Mayor Bonanno 

 

Borough Clerk reads the following statement: 

 

 This is a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough 

of Avon-By-The-Sea and notice of time, date and place has been transmitted 

to the area newspapers, Avon Board of Education, Avon Public Library and 

the Avon Post Office in compliance with the rules and regulations of the Open 

Public Meetings Law. This meeting is conducted by means of communications 

equipment only, unless otherwise directed by state or local emergency 

management or health officials, consistent with Executive Order 103 (Murphy 

392020). The public is directed to the Borough website at avonbytheseanj.com 

for information regarding phone access to the meeting.  The public is asked to 

please mute their phones by either pressing the mute button on your phone or 

by pressing *6.  The public will be allowed to unmute their phone either by 

disabling the mute on their phone or by pressing *6 for the public portion of 

the meeting and we will take questions and comments at that time.  Please 

wait until the public portion as your concerns may be addressed during the 

meeting. 

 

Workshop Session  

 

Beaches 

 

1. Beach Opening Date 

 

Weekends only 5/23, 5/30, 6/6, 6/13 

 Daily beginning 6/15 

 

Hiring of beach staff.  The Borough is accepting applications now.  They 

will need to supply the beach staff with masks, etc. 

 

2. Boardwalk and Beach Access 

 

Boardwalk will open Friday, 5/15.  Benches along the boardwalk will be 

removed and pavilions will be closed off.  There will be no congregating 

along the boardwalk, for walking, jogging or running only.  People 

should wear masks while on the boardwalk.  Gazebos will be closed.  

Northeast parking lot will have only every other space open.  Bathrooms 

will be closed until Memorial Day Weekend and then only when the 

beach is open. 

  

3. Badge Sales 

 

A limited number of daily badges will be sold.  An amount will be 

determined. 
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Daily badges will be sold online only through the Viply app.  Possibly 

seasonal as well.   Badges will not be mailed.  Police will enforce all rules 

and regulations on the beach. 

 

4. Bathrooms 

 

Will be cleaned at night and during the day adhering to COVID-19 

regulations  

  

Bathrooms will only be open when the beach is open and limited stalls 

available to insure social distancing. 

 

5. PPE and Policies 

 

Jessie stated that all workers will be supplied masks and gloves.  

COVID regulations will be strictly adhered to. 

 

6. Restaurants and Pavilion 

 

Restaurants will be doing take out only unless there are new orders 

from the governor.  Patrons and workers are required to wear masks. 

 

7. Drop Off Areas 

 

There will be a handicapped drop off and parking spaces on Ocean Ave.  

There will no other parking allowed on Ocean Ave. 

 

8. Coolers 

 

There was discussion on banning coolers.  Chief Haar strongly disagrees 

with banning the coolers.  Subject is tabled for discussion at the next 

meeting. 

 

9. Beach Showers 

 

One shower will be available for rinsing feet. 

 

10.  Mask Requirements on Beach/Boardwalk 

 

The Borough will go by the Governors orders.  While wearing masks 

are strongly encouraged you do not have to wear them on the beach.  

People on the boardwalk should wear them.  Mayor and Commissioners 

hope that people visiting the beach and boardwalk will use common 

sense and adhere to social distancing. 

 

11.  Entertainment 

 

All beach events will be canceled. 

 

12.  Junior Guards 

 

Still to be determined. 
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13.  Weddings on Beach 

 

There will be no weddings allowed on the beach 

 

14.  Limited Hours for Bathrooms and Restaurants 

 

Restaurants will have to adhere to the Governors directions.  

Bathrooms will be available when the beach is open however they will 

be limited stalls to assure social distancing.  

 

15.  Signage  

 

Scott has ordered signs and has already put up some regarding COVID 

restrictions.  Mayor Bonanno stated that perhaps the badge checkers 

could hand out a flyer with beach rules and regulations. 

 

Pool – The Mayor and Commissioners will need more information regarding 

regulations for pools.  The subject is tabled until the Borough can get further 

information. 

 

Mayor Bonanno asked if anyone has any questions or comments on opening 

the beaches and pool for the summer of 2020.   

 

Cathy McCabe, 212Fourth Ave., Would like to limit daily passes, agrees with 

eliminating coolers on the beach, would like to see the police monitoring the 

beach more between 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM.  Asked if in order to increase 

revenue could the borough charge kids?  State law mandates that all children 

under 12 years of age is free on the beaches. 

 

Gregg Gavioli, 44 Norwood Ave., would like to see more entrances to the 

beach opened as having only east end and Washington will cause congestion 

which we are trying to avoid. 

 

Mary Scardilli, 408 Second Ave., She only has one parking spot behind her 

home.  Closing parking on Ocean Ave. and eliminating the diagonal parking 

will make finding a parking place for her other two cars impossible.  As a 

resident and a senior, she should have the ability to park near her own home.  

Perhaps the borough could look into having resident parking passes.  She 

would like the lockers left in the original spots.  She would also like to see 

showers shut down for this summer. 

 

Maureen & Dennis Connell, 300 Third Ave., would like to see the boardwalk 

opened for strolling and exercisers and have the boardwalk open 5 AM – 9 

AM for bicycles.  Keep access to the beach at all entry points and don’t limit 

the entrances.  Sitting, sunbathing and swimming should be allowed on the 

beach.  They would like to see the pool opened as well. 

 

Jane Gannon, 514 Washington Ave., would like to see permits parking only in 

town and agrees with no coolers allowed on the beach. 

 

Janet Jacobs, 311 Ocean Ave., she would like to compliment the police 

department on patrolling the boardwalk this past weekend and handling a 

large teen biking on Ocean Ave. Would like to see groups on the beach limited 
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in size.  Asked why dogs are being allowed on the beach after May 1st, will 

tailgating be allowed in town, and will the borough ban multiple bags of food 

or just coolers.  Mayor Bonanno stated that they were currently working on 

banning tailgating in town and will look into the other issues. 

 

Barbara Schafer, 339 Garfield Ave., agrees with the no coolers on the beach 

but would that encourage people to leave their coolers on the boardwalk and 

congregate there.  Mayor Bonanno stated that there will be no congregating 

on the boardwalk, it will be for walking, jogging, running only.   

 

Laurie Pilling, 111 Garfield Ave., Belmar, Spring Lake and Lake Como have 

a no parking policy throughout their towns, would Avon consider opening up 

parking on Ocean Ave. but have the rest of the town resident only parking.  

Mayor Bonanno explained that the town can’t do that without opening 

themselves up to a lawsuit.  How does the town plan on addressing people that 

simply walk over from Bradley Beach to Avon along the beach or come to the 

beach early to avoid paying for badges?  Mayor Bonanno stated that the 

police will be patrolling the beaches to ensure proper social distancing is 

occurring and that all beach goers have badges.  She believes that hiring a 

disinfecting company would be a waste of taxpayer’s money unless they were 

going to disinfect after each use and handing out flyers will increase the 

amount of garbage and litter on the streets and beach. 

  

Motion by Mayor Bonanno, seconded by Commissioner Mahon that being 

there is no further business, the meeting is adjourned.  All ayes. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Thea Kratochvil 

Acting Municipal Clerk 


